February 23, 2010

VIA E-MAIL

Mr. James M. Johnson, Esq.
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP
919 Third Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Re: U.S. ex rel. Anti-Discrimination Center v. Westchester County

Dear Mr. Johnson:

As leaders of fair housing organizations and other civil rights advocates, we write to express our
concern that you have described the “primary” problem in Westchester’'s “Implementation Plan”
as being one of vagueness. As the Anti-Discrimination Center (“ADC”) has made clear in
Prescription for Failure, the submission was indeed plagued by vagueness and evasion, but the
primary problem is that Westchester's plan — if one could call it a plan — was not directed
towards meeting the AFFH obligations of the Settlement Order.

We believe that it is essential that you require Westchester to remedy each and all of the
deficiencies identified by ADC in Prescription for Failure. Without limiting the foregoing, it is
especially important that you require that the Implementation Plan:

(1) acknowledge the existence of segregation in Westchester, the fact that a
principal goal of the Settlement Order is the end of de facto residential
segregation in Westchester County, and the fact that a major impediment to
affordable housing development in the whitest communities in Westchester has
long been municipal resistance to development that may facilitate racial and
ethnic integration;

(2) actually plan for the County to acquire interests in land on the Census Blocks
with the lowest percentages of African-Americans and Latinos; and

(3) affirm both Westchester's state-based and its federal-based authority to
challenge zoning and other barriers to the development for affordable affirmative
furthering of fair housing purposes in connection with the land it will acquire, and
affirm Westchester’s intention to use that authority.

As Chair of the Brennan Center for Justice, you know that the Racial Justice page of the
Brennan Center’s website quotes the late Justice Brennan for his crucial observation that, “We
cannot let colorblindness become myopia which masks the reality that many ‘created equal’
have been treated within our lifetimes as inferior both by the law and by their fellow citizens.” It
is our belief that the proper implementation of the Settlement Order to affirmatively
further fair housing and promote racial and ethnic integration is critical to the future of
fair housing, integration, and regional equity. At its core, the Settlement Order treats the
need to overcome race-based barriers frankly and explicitly. The integrity of the Settlement
Order requires two things most of all: (1) a willingness to speak the truth of the SO's
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desegregation focus; and (2) a determination to make clear to all parties that they must fully
comply with all provisions, including those concerning desegregation.

Respectfully submitted,

Shannon Cortigine, Executive Director
Alliance for Better Housing
Kennett Square, PA

Ed Gorman, CEO
American Community Partnerships
Washington, DC

Terry Keleher, Midwest Center Director
Applied Research Center
Chicago, IL

Kenneth Kimerling, Legal Director
Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund
New York, NY

Debbie Collurafici, Executive Director
Baltimore Neighborhoods Inc.
Baltimore, MD

Adam Gross, Regional Affordable Housing Initiative Director
Business and Professional People in the Public Interest
Chicago, IL

Kevin Stein, Executive Director

California Reinvestment Coalition
San Francisco, CA
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llene J. Jacobs, Director of Litigation, Advocacy & Training
California Rural Legal Assistance, Inc.
Marysville, CA

Faith Cooper, Executive Director
Central Alabama Fair Housing Center
Montgomery, AL

Kevin Stapleton, Fair Housing Project Director
Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity
Burlington, VT

Rob Breymaier, President
Chicago Area Fair Housing Alliance
Chicago, IL

Betsy Shuman Moore, Fair Housing Project Director
Chicago Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Chicago, IL

Charles Malloy, Executive Director
Community Development Corporation of Marlboro County
Bennettsville, SC

Peter Skillern, Executive Director
Community Reinvestment Association of North Carolina
Durham, NC

Erin Kemple, Executive Director
Connecticut Fair Housing Center
Hartford, CT

Justin D. Cummins, Attorney
Minneapolis, MN

Judy Morrell, Director
City of Davenport Human Relations Commission
Davenport, IA

Rashmi Rangan, Executive Director
Delaware Community Reinvestment Action Council
Wilmington, DE

Rudy Simms, Director
Des Moines Human Rights Commission
Des Moines, IA

V. Elaine Gross, President

ERASE Racism
Syosset, NY
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Elbert Jones Jr, Executive Director
Escambia County Housing Finance Authority
Pensacola, FL

Tracy Brown, Executive Director
Fair Housing Center of Greater Boston
Boston, MA

Megan Harrington, Director
Fair Housing Center of Lake County lllinois
Waukegan, IL

Jill Fenner, Director of Fair Housing
Fair Housing Center of Nebraska and lowa
Omaha, NE

Pam Kisch, Executive Director
Fair Housing Center of Southeastern Michigan
Ann Arbor, Ml

Bob Ells, Executive Director
Fair Housing Center of Southwestern Michigan
Kalamazoo, Ml

Marilyn Borelli, Executive Director
Fair Housing Council of Central California
Fresno, CA

Marilee Witherall, Executive Director
Fair Housing Council of Central New York
Albany, NY

Avery Freidman, Chief Counsel
Fair Housing Council of Northeast Ohio
Cleveland, OH

David Levy, Executive Director
Fair Housing Council of Orange County
Santa Ana, CA

Moloy Good, Executive Director
Fair Housing Council of Oregon
Portland, OR

Mary Scott Knoll, Executive Director
Fair Housing Council of San Diego
San Diego, CA

Sharon Kinlaw, Assistant Director

Fair Housing Council of San Fernando Valley
Panorama City, CA
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Kathryn Winter, Executive Director
Fair Housing Napa Valley
Napa, CA

Peter Harvey, Executive Director
Fair Housing Partnership of Greater Pitsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA

Kevin D. Walsh, Associate Director
Fair Share Housing Center
Cherry Hill, NJ

Caty Royce, Executive Director
Fund for an Open Society
Minneapolis, MN

James Perry, Executive Director
Greater New Orleans Fair Housing Action Center
New Orelans, LA

Susan Nigro, Acting Director
Heights Community Congress
Cleveland Heights, OH

Bernie Kleina, Executive Director
HOPE Fair Housing Center
Wheaton, IL

Christine Klepper, Executive Director
Housing Choice Partners of lllinois
Chicago, IL

Sharon Legenza, Executive Director
Housing Action lllinois
Chicago, IL

Stella Adams, Chair
Housing Committee of the North Carolina NAACP
Durham, NC

Constance Chamberlain
Housing Opportunities Made Equal of Virginia
Richmond, VA

Jeffrey Dillman
Housing Research and Advocacy Center
Cleveland, OH

Tim Iglesias, Professor of Law
San Francisco, CA
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Irvin M. Henderson
Irvin M. Henderson and Company
Henderson, NC

Betsy Julian, Executive Director
Inclusive Communities Project
Dallas, TX

Gail Schechter, Executive Director
Interfaith Housing Center of the Northern Suburbs
Winnetka, IL

David Cronin, Staff Attorney
Jacksonville Area Legal Aid
Jacksonville, FL

Thomas Kennedy lll, Attorney
St. Louis, MO

James Zahradka, Supervising Attorney, Fair Housing Law Project
Law Foundation of Silicon Valley
San Jose, CA

Kathy Clark, Executive Director
Lawyers Committee for Better Housing
Chicago, IL

Joe Rich, Director, Fair Housing Project
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Washington, DC

Michelle Santantonio, Executive Director
Long Island Housing Services
Bohemia, NY

Lionel Foster, Executive Director
Mason City lowa Human Rights Commission
Mason City, IA

Meris Berquist, Legal Director
Massachusetts Fair Housing Center
Holyoke, MA

Foster Corbin, Executive Director
Metro Fair Housing Services, Inc. in Atlanta
Atlanta, GA

Romona Taylor Williams, Executive Director

Metro St. Louis for Inclusion and Equity
St. Louis, MO
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Will Jordan, Executive Director
Metropolitan St. Louis Equal Housing Opportunity Council
St. Louis, MO

Jim McCarthy, President/CEO
Miami Valley Fair Housing Center
Dayton, OH

Maryellen Lewis, Acting Chair
Michigan Community Reinvestment Coalition
Lansing, Ml

Pam Bean, Executive Director
Montana Fair Housing Center
Butte, MT

Justin Massa, Executive Director
MoveSmart.org
Chicago, IL

Barbara Shannon-Banister, President
National Association of Human Rights Workers
Washington, DC

Shanna Smith, President/CEO
National Fair Housing Alliance
Washington, DC

Jay Ready, President
NeighborScapes
Homewood, IL

Rob Breymaier, Executive Director
Oak Park Regional Housing Center
Oak Park, IL

Victor G. Glover, EEO/Human Relations Manager
City of Olathe Kansas Human Relations Commission
Olathe, KS

Rigel C. Oliveri, Professor of Law
Columbia, MO

Ellen Pader, Professor
Ambherst, MA

Bobbi Ball, Executive Director

Partners in Community Building
Chicago, IL
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Beth Pepper, Attorney
Baltimore, MD

Karen Reifenberger, Director of Fair Housing
Piedmont Housing Alliance
Charlottesville, VA

Philip Tegeler, Executive Director
Poverty & Race Research Action Council
Washington, DC

Sara Pratt, Fair Housing Consultant
Takoma Park, MD

Robert L Jackson, Executive Director
Quitman County Development Organization
Marks, MS

Amy Robertson, Attorney at Law
Denver, CO

Florence Wagman Roisman, Professor of Law
Indianapolis, IN

Alan Rosner, Law Office of Alan Rosner
Bridgeport, CT

Leonard A. Sandler, Professor of Law
lowa City, 1A

Kate Walz, Senior Attorney
Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law
Chicago, IL

Robert L. Schonfeld, Attorney
Garden City, NY

Susan Scovill, Fair Housing Consultant
Richmond, VA

David Grabill, Executive Director
Sonoma County Housing Advocacy Group
Santa Rosa, CA

Claudia S. Sherrod, Executive Director
South Philadelphia H.O.M.E.S. INC.
Philadelphia, PA

John Petruszak, Executive Director

South Suburban Housing Center
Homewood, IL
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Richard Rhey, Executive Director
Southwest Fair Housing Council
Tucson, AZ

Gregory Squires, Professor of Sociology
Washington, DC

Stella Adams
Stella Adams Consulting
Durham, NC

Tracey McCartney, Executive Director
Tennessee Fair Housing Council
Nashville, TN

Kathy Broka, Executive Director
Fair Housing Center
Toledo, OH

Mary Compton, Executive Director
Unidos Para La Gente
San Marcos, TX
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